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CANTUS SEASON OPENER REFLECTS ON  
COMMUNITY AND CONNECTIONS 

“Alone Together” to be presented October 19-27 
 
(MINNEAPOLIS; September 20, 2018) – To open its 24th season, the acclaimed men's vocal 

ensemble Cantus presents Alone Together, exploring the struggle to build meaningful 

connections in a world that has never been more connected. The highlight will be a new 

commission by Minnesota’s own Libby Larsen, one of the nation’s most performed living 

composers. The program will be presented at six Twin Cities venues October 19-November 4.  

 

By almost any measure, people’s ability to communicate has never been easier or more 

advanced. Yet, as the world grows exponentially smaller with new technologies, the rifts 

between nations, among communities, and in individual relationships only seem to widen. 

Alone Together seeks to reaffirm the common need for understanding and acceptance in the 

modern world. 

 

"This program is a celebration of community and a showcase of a few of the ways technology 

has changed the way people communicate and connect with one another,” said Chris Foss, a 

bass singer with Cantus. “We hope Alone Together will inspire our audiences to conversation 

and reflection about what it truly means to be ‘connected’.” 

 

Alone Together is anchored by three works written for Cantus: a multi-movement setting of a 

Walt Whitman poem, We Two, by Steven Sametz; David Lang's modern exploration of yearning 

in his Manifesto and Libby Larson’s brand new, multi-movement work entitled You - 

commissioned by Music Accord - written specifically around themes of technology and 

connection in our modern world. In You, Larsen sets poetry of both Emily Dickinson and Edna 

St. Vincent Millay in a work that reaffirms humanity through communication and a recognition of 

	



the universal need for understanding and acceptance.  

 

Also featured is the pairing of Laura Mvula's She and McCartney and Lennon's She's Leaving 

Home, which offers an examination of the self and the journey of self-actualization. Beethoven's 

Gesang der Mönche and Dave Matthew's Gravedigger consider legacies and what is left 

behind. You Will Be Found by Pasek and Paul offers hope while Sydney Guillaume's Gagot 

centers on the mess and struggle of life and the importance of taking it one moment at a time.  

 
Alone Together will be presented:  
 
Friday, October 19, 7:30pm  
Antonello Hall, MacPhail Center for Music in Minneapolis 
 
Sunday, October 21, 3:00pm  
Wayzata Community Church in Wayzata 
 
Thursday, October 25, 11:00am 
Colonial Church of Edina 
 
Friday, October 26, 7:30pm 
Ordway Concert Hall in St. Paul 
 
Saturday, October 27, 7:30pm 
Trinity Lutheran Church in Stillwater 
 
Sunday, November 4, 2:00pm 
Westminster Presbyterian Church, Minneapolis 
 
The program  - also weaving in music by Jennifer Higdon, Saint-Saëns, Arcade Fire, Ingrid 

Michaelson and Simon & Garfunkel - will be presented in 36 cities and 21 states and provinces 

including New York, Florida, Pennsylvania, California, Texas, New Mexico, Wisconsin, 

Michigan, Alberta and British Columbia. 

 

Ticket prices vary by concert venue and can be purchased online at cantussings.org or by 

calling 612-435-0055. Student and group discounts are available.  

 

About Cantus 
As one of the nation's few full-time vocal ensembles, Cantus has grown in prominence with its 
distinctive approach to creating music. Working without a conductor, the members of Cantus 
rehearse and perform as chamber musicians, each contributing to the entirety of the artistic 
process.  Cantus is widely known for its trademark warmth and blend, innovative programming 
and engaging performances of music ranging from the Renaissance to the 21st century. The 
Washington Post has hailed the Cantus sound as having both "exalting finesse" and "expressive 
power" and refers to the "spontaneous grace" of its music making. The Philadelphia Inquirer 
called the group nothing short of "exquisite." 
 


