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Cantus vocal ensemble 
ONE GIANT LEAP 
October 10-20, 2019 
Tickets:  Prices vary by venue  
Box office/information:  612-435-0055 or www.cantussings.org 
 
A video preview of One Giant Leap can be found here. 

 
CANTUS OPENS 25TH SEASON WITH A LOOK TO THE  

STARS AND MOON 
One Giant Leap features new works, including Young and Emerging Composer 

Competition Winners  
Cantus welcomes new tenor to 2019-2020 Season 

 
(MINNEAPOLIS; August 27, 2019) – Minnesota’s own acclaimed vocal ensemble Cantus 

launches its 25th Anniversary Season with a new program inspired by the celestial sky. One 

Giant Leap, with performances from October 10-20 at five Twin Cities venues, celebrates the 

allure of upward exploration, the triumph of the human spirit and the pursuit of excellence 

through innovation and technology – including the awe-inspiring first steps on the moon. From 

seeing heroes represented in the constellations in Edvard Grieg’s Ave Maris Stella, to David 

Bowie’s Space Oddity, One Giant Leap reflects on how the moon, stars and night sky’s 

tapestry are responsible for some of humankind’s oldest mysteries and greatest 

accomplishments. 

 

Program highlights include new works by Grace Brigham (Discoveries), Gerson Batista 

(Playing with the Universe), Catherine Dalton (Silver Deity of Secret Night) and Cantus bass 

Chris Foss (Beyond). 

 

Brigham won the Cantus Young and Emerging Composer Competition, which was planned in 

conjunction with the ensemble’s 25th anniversary. Her piece will get its world premiere on 

September 19 at St. Olaf College. As part of the One Giant Leap program, it will be performed 

at all Twin Cities fall concerts and nationally as part of the Cantus touring program, along with 

Batista’s new work, which received the contest’s honorable mention. 

 

	



“The poetic arc of the evening is structured around the moment of the moon landing and the 

groundwork that was laid to make this historic achievement possible,” says Cantus baritone 

David Geist.  

 

The journey begins with Eriks Esenvalds’ Stars, focusing the gaze upward. In Jean Cras’ La 

Route and Franz Schubert’s Flucht, Cantus tells stories of the brave individuals whose quests 

hundreds of years earlier helped lay the foundation for the incredible “One small step for man, 

one giant leap for mankind...” achievement. Z. Randall Stroope’s Starry Messenger looks at 

the technological advancements that made the voyage possible.  

 

After intermission the program follows the astronauts’ uncertain journey to the unknown and 

their eventual, unfathomable walk on the moon. Ken Jennings’ And Death Shall Have No 

Dominion provides a reminder that exploration is not without sacrifice. The evening’s journey 

comes to a close with ruminations on the lasting impact of this accomplishment and the 

significance it has for the future. 

 

One Giant Leap will be the ensemble’s primary touring show this season. The singers will 

perform it coast to coast, including an engagement at Washington, DC’s Kennedy Center in 

November. 

 

“We hope the audience will leave carrying with them those same feelings of inspiration and awe 

that the night sky has evoked in each one of us,” says Geist. 

 

One Giant Leap concerts will be presented in the Twin Cities at these venues: 

Thursday, October 10, 7:30pm  
Westminster Hall, Westminster Presbyterian Church, Minneapolis 
 
Sunday, October 13, 3:00pm 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Stillwater 
 
Thursday, October 17, 11:00am 
Colonial Church of Edina, Edina 
 
Saturday, October 19, 7:30pm 
Ordway Concert Hall, St. Paul 
 
Sunday, October 20, 3:00pm 
Wayzata Community Church, Wayzata 
 
Single ticket prices vary by concert venue and can be purchased online at cantussings.org or by 

calling 612-435-0055. Student and group discounts are available.  

 

In other Cantus news, the ensemble welcomes new singer tenor Alex Nishibun from Boston 



where he gained a reputation for his "smooth-toned voice [of] spring-water clarity" (Boston 

Classical Review), performing as a soloist and chamber musician. Nishibun studied at the New 

England Conservatory and has been active with the Skylark Vocal Ensemble, the GRAMMY® 

Award-winning Handel & Haydn Society, the Blue Heron Renaissance Choir, Ensemble Origo, 

Exsultemus, the Boston Cecilia, and many other ensembles.  

 

Nishibun takes the place of Zachary Colby, who will be teaching voice at the University of 

Nebraska-Omaha. 

 

 
About Cantus 
Recognized for their artistic excellence and musical versatility, the eight members of Cantus 
rehearse and perform as chamber musicians, working without a conductor or music director, 
allowing audiences to experience a direct connection to the singers.  Committed to a cappella 
presentation of significant music, Cantus is renowned for adventurous programming spanning 
many periods and genres, including newly commissioned work. The ensemble enjoys a 
vigorous schedule of international touring, concerts in its home of Minneapolis/St. Paul, 
educational outreach programs and recording.   
 
 
 

 


