
 

  

Press Release 
Cantus looks to the moon and stars as inspiration for its 

2019-20 National Touring Program One Giant Leap 

 
The “exquisite feel-good chorus” (Philadelphia Inquirer) of men’s voices will 

celebrate its 25th anniversary season at venues across North America 
 

This season, the acclaimed men’s vocal ensemble Cantus looks to the night sky to shape One Giant Leap, an 
exploration of the celestial heavens and their hold on mankind. Drawing on repertoire from Franz Schubert to 
Ériks Ešenvalds, this program builds toward the 1969 Apollo mission that put a man on the moon.  
 
“The poetic arc of the evening is structured around the moment of the moon landing and the groundwork that 
was laid to make this historic achievement possible,” says Cantus tenor Paul Scholtz.  

However, One Giant Leap looks beyond that singular triumph, now a half a century removed, to consider elements 
of why we sought to go to the moon in the first place: mankind’s capacity for wonder, our innate desire to discover, 
and – in doing so – to better understand our own place in the universe. Cantus matches these motivators to music 
through pieces as varied as Camille Saint-Saens’ Aux Aviateurs and Gabriela Lena Frank’s evocative Picaflor 
Esmeralda. 

http://www.cantussings.org/


With Ken Jennings’ And Death Shall Have No Dominion, One Giant Leap addresses the sacrifice and uncertainty 
inherent in exploration. Yet throughout this thoughtful and dynamic program, Cantus seeks to celebrate the siren 
song of the sky, as well as the larger and lasting themes of bravery, innovation, and shared accomplishment that 
led to “one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind.” Perhaps none of this captured more poignantly than 
with the program’s closing song Beyond, a brand-new composition by Cantus bass and composer Chris Foss with 
text by Katharine Lee Bates. 
 
The moon, stars, and the tapestry of the night sky all are responsible for some of humanity’s oldest legends and 
mysteries. In One Giant Leap, Cantus celebrates the allure of upward exploration, the triumph of the human spirit, 
and striving for excellence through innovation and technology.  
 
“I remember being a kid in northern Minnesota at my family cabin,” Scholtz says, “and on clear nights I would 
stand outside and look up at the stars. I was mesmerized by the beauty of those countless twinkling lights in the 
sky. I felt so small trying to comprehend all that was out there, yet feelings of excitement and curiosity always 
prevailed. There is a deep feeling of connectedness knowing how many billions of people have gazed upon those 
same stars and have been struck with those same feelings of wonderment and inspiration. It is in this spirit that 
we decided to craft a show around one of humankind's most awe-inspiring achievements, because at its core it is 
a story that embodies the tenacity and triumph of the human spirit.” 
 
Paul Scholtz says, “We hope the audience will leave carrying with them those same feelings of inspiration and awe 
that the night sky has evoked in each one of us.” 
 
A video preview of One Giant Leap can be found here. 
 
Cantus will perform One Giant Leap across the US in 2019/2020, with stops in 10 states including Michigan, 
Massachusetts, Nebraska, New Hampshire, Washington, D.C., Iowa, Indiana, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, and 
California. They also perform One Giant Leap in their home base of the Twin Cities of Minneapolis-St. Paul.  
 
About Cantus  

The “engaging” (New Yorker) men’s vocal ensemble Cantus is widely known for its trademark warmth and blend, 

innovative programming and engaging performances of music ranging from the Renaissance to the 21st century. 

The Washington Post has hailed the Cantus sound as having both “exalting finesse” and “expressive power” and 

refers to the “spontaneous grace” of its music making. The Philadelphia Inquirer called the group nothing short of 

“exquisite.” 

  

As one of the nation’s few full-time vocal ensembles, Cantus has grown in prominence with its distinctive approach 

to creating music. Working without a conductor, the members of Cantus rehearse and perform as chamber 

musicians, each contributing to the entirety of the artistic process. 

  

Cantus performs more than 60 concerts each year both in national and international touring, and in its home of 

Minneapolis-St. Paul, Minnesota. Cantus has performed at Lincoln Center, Kennedy Center, UCLA, San Francisco 

Performances, Atlanta’s Spivey Hall and Bravo! Vail Valley Music Festival.  

 

In their 2019-2020 touring program One Giant Leap, Cantus celebrates the allure of upward exploration, the 

triumph of the human spirit, and striving for excellence through innovation and technology. The poetic arc of the 

program is structured around the moon landing and the groundwork that was laid to make this historic 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qeg62Uk59fg


achievement possible, and includes works by Mohammed Fairouz, Franz Schubert, Kenneth Jennings, Byron 

Adams, David Bowie, Camille Saint-Saëns, Eriks Esenvalds, Z. Randall Stroope, and a piece originally commissioned 

for Cantus by Sarah Kirkland Snider.  Cantus will perform One Giant Leap across the US in 2019-2020, with stops 

in 10 states including Michigan, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Washington, D.C., Iowa, Indiana, Ohio, Oregon, 

Pennsylvania, and California. They also perform Christmas with Cantus programs in Indiana, Iowa and Ohio, along 

with 30 concerts and a 25th Anniversary Gala in their home base of the Twin Cities of Minneapolis-St. Paul. Cantus 

launches its anniversary year with a concert at St. Olaf College in Northfield, Minnesota, where the ensemble. 

 

Committed to the expansion of the vocal music repertoire, Cantus actively commissions new music and seeks to 

unearth rarely performed repertoire for men’s voices. Cantus has received commissioning grants from New Music 

USA, the National Endowment for the Arts, Chorus America, American Composers Forum and Chamber Music 

America. Additionally, Cantus has a rich history of collaborations with other performing arts organizations, 

including the Minnesota Orchestra, Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra, the Boston Pops, Chanticleer, Sweet Honey in 

the Rock, Lorelei Ensemble, Theater Latté Da and the James Sewell Ballet. The ensemble is heard frequently on 

both classical public radio nationwide and on SiriusXM Satellite Radio.  Cantus has released 18 recordings on the 

group’s self-titled label. 

  

Cantus is the recipient of three prestigious Chorus America awards, including the 2016 Dale Warland Singers 

Commission Award (Presented in partnership with the American Composers Forum), the Margaret Hillis Award 

for Choral Excellence and the Education Outreach Award. Cantus was also Artist in Residence on Minnesota Public 

Radio and on American Public Media’s Performance Today. 

  

Integral to the Cantus mission is its commitment to preserve and deepen music education in the schools. Cantus 

works with more than 5,000 students each year in masterclass and workshop settings across the country. To 

celebrate its anniversary year, Cantus will revisit the 31 Minnesota high schools that it has worked with over 11-

year history of its award-winning High School Residency program.  

 

Cantus’ 25th Anniversary Season reflects the ensemble’s ongoing commitment to fostering new works and 

expanding the repertoire for tenors, baritones, and basses. In partnership with composer and former Cantus bass 

Timothy C. Takach, Graphite Publishing will begin distributing a Cantus Choral Series in the coming months that 

features favorites from the ensemble’s library of signature arrangements and compositions. This new series makes 

many of Cantus’ most engaging and distinctive scores available for ensembles everywhere to perform and enjoy.  

The ensemble will also host a Young and Emerging Composers’ Competition. Winners will receive a cash prize, a 

performance and recording of their composition by Cantus, and consideration for publication in the Cantus choral 

series.  

 

Cantus: One Giant Leap 2019-20 US Touring Dates 

Sept. 12, 2019  Omaha, NE   University of Nebraska, Omaha 

Sept. 29, 2019  Ann Arbor, MI   Concordia University Ann Arbor 

Oct. 31, 2019  North Andover, MA  Merrimack College 

Nov. 1, 2019  Concord, NH    St. Paul’s School 

Nov. 13, 2019  Washington, D.C.  Kennedy Center 



March 6, 2020  Ashland, OR    Southern Oregon University  

March 19, 2020  Albion, MI    Albion College  

April 3, 2020  Allentown, PA    Lehigh Valley Choral Festival  

April 19, 2020  Nevada City, CA   InConcert Sierra 

        

One Giant Leap Program Repertoire

Playing with the Universe – Gerson Batista 

Dans la montagne “La Route” - Jean Cras 

Follow the Drinking Gourd – Traditional Arr. Vicente Chavarria 

Flucht - Franz Schubert 

Starry Messenger – Z. Randall Stroope 

Two Mountain Songs ”Picaflor Esmerelda” (Emerald Hummingbird) – Gabriela Lena Frank  

Aux Aviateurs - Camille Saint-Saëns  

Stars - Ériks Ešenvalds 

Darest, O Soul – Mari Esabel Valverde 

Discoveries – Grace Brigham 

Silver Deity of Secret Night – Catherine Dalton 

A Source of Light “Shoulders of Giants” - Mohammed Fairouz 

Beyond – Chris Foss 
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